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182 The Old Testament Studekt. 

pletely and more tenderly set forth than in the matchless words of the conclusion 
of the first parable of the unfaithful wife, " I will betroth thee unto me forever." 
The word betroth is used, the word suggestive of pure maidenhood, the word 
which indicates that no past sinful infidelity is to be remembered ; all that is for- 
given, forgotten, never to be called to mind. " Yea, I will betroth thee imto me 
in righteousness and in judgment and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. I will 
even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness; and thou shalt know the Lord." (Hos. 
II., 19, 20.) The parable of the prodigal son even does not equal this as a picture 
of divine love, treating the adulterous wife, who wrongs her husband, far more 
than any prodigal does his father, — treating her as though of virgin purity, one 
who had never sinned. 

Thus do we find in the Old Testament things old and new ; and this is done 
by no fanciful allegorical interpretation, but by the most rigid historical and 
grammatical exegesis. And herein lies the great force of Old Testament truth, 
viz., in its manner of presentation. What models it furnishes to those who in 
our day are called to proclaim the same truth, under the same circumstances ! 



The Outcome of the Higher Criticism. — There are three views as to what the 
result of the Higher Criticism will be : 

1. One class of students, those who denounce it in every shape and form, 
are very confident that if such work continues, the Bible will be lost to us. The 
adoption of such views even as those held by moderate critics will so modify the 
estimation in which the Sacred Books are now held, that these Books, as thus 
considered, will no longer be the Bible, but rather a collection of ancient records. 
The acceptance of these views in any form means the rejection of the inspiration 
of the Bible; means, in other words, the placing of the Bible on a level with other 
literature. The Higher Criticism is of the devil, and so are all who teach it. 

2. A second class, those who advocate it in its more destructive forms, in- 
solently and irreverently assert that the Bible, as we have it, is but a mass of 
tradition, but that this rubbish, when sifted by the critical process, and arranged 
according to the law of that great principle, development, will be found to contain 
all that is needed as a basis for our religious beliefs. Higher Criticism, accord- 
ing to the view of this class, tlierefore, is to revolutionize completely the com- 
monly entertained opinion in reference to Sacred Scripture. 

These two classes are therefore in substantial agi'eement. The first class say, 
if the critical process be continued, it will destroy the Bible ; the second class 
say, the critical process is to continue and the Bible of to-day, the Bible as men, 
to-day, accept it, will pass out of existence. A large proportion of the first class 
are so pessimistic as practically to concede that the Bible is already fast losing its 
hold, and that each successive age its influence is diminished. Many, however, 
believe that by frowning down upon this great evil, by denouncing those who 
propagate it, the time will come, in the providence of God, when men will think 
as of old, and just as their fathers have thouglit. 

3. But there is a third class, some of wliom favor the views of the higher 
critics, some of whom do yiot. It is the opinion of this class of students that the 
" higher criticism," at least in its more moderate application, contains much that is 
good, and that even the evil which characterizes it will be overruled by the all-wise 
God and made subservient to good. This class believes that, however antagon- 
istic the attitude of the critics may be, however destructive their conclusions may 
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seem to be, however great may be the amount of new truth which they may dis- 
cover — it is all as God meant it should be, it is all a part of the divine plan in 
reference to the reception and acceptance of his Word, it is all for good. 

No student of the Bible can fail to see how in many ways the good effects 
of this work, whether the work itself is intended for good or for evil, have al- 
ready appeared. It has been the main instrument in stirring up an interest in 
the Old Testament, which is greater, it would seem, than in any previous period 
of the Christian Church. It has led many devout men to consecrate their lives to 
the special study of the Word, in order to use the same weapons in behalf of that 
Word, which so many ungodly critics have used against it. It is leading to the 
better understanding of the separate Books of the Bible, and this was the great 
thing needed in our day. 

Shall we not, therefore, encourage all reverent study and handling of this 
Word, which may lead us to a clearer and a deeper knowledge of its great truths ; 
and on the other hand, while doing everything in our power to battle error, using 
its own weapons against it, shall we not have faith to believe that what we, in 
our weakness, fail to overcome, God will overrule for good, and that what we, in 
our blindness, accept as truth, although being false, God will render incapable of 
injuring others. 



The Hebrew Professors in America. — A general surprise has been manifested 
in reference to the large number of Hebrew professors in the United States and 
Canada, a list of whom was published in October Hebkaica. One would scarce- 
ly have believed that the number of men in this department would reach one 
hundred and fifty-seven. It is true, of course, that not all the names here given 
are of men who teach only in the Semitic and Old Testament department. Many 
in connection with their work in this department, do work also in other depart- 
ments. 

It is a cheering indication, however, that the number of institutions is in- 
creasing in which the Professor of Old Testament instruction confines himself 
exclusively to that department. The fact is, the department is in itself a double 
department, and in every well-equipped seminary there should be two men in it. 
To ask a man to teach Hebrew seven to nine hours a week, and, in addition, to 
carry on the work that should be done in Old Testament History, Geography, 
Archaeology, Old Testament Introduction (a great department by itself). Old Tes- 
tament Hermeneutics and Exegesis, Old Testament Theology, and still further 
to give instruction in Aramaic, Syriac, Arabic and Assyrian,— to ask all this 
of one man is too much. Yet all this, and more, must be done if the department 
is properly cared for. 

We have thought what a radical change could be effected as to the estimation 
in which Hebrew study is held, if every man of these one hundred and sixty 
professors were a live man in his department. 

It must be evident to the man who thinks, that something was wrong, or, 
with so many teachers, the study of Hebrew would not have become an object of 
ridicule, disgust, and even hatred. Nor is this last word too strong a term to des- 
cribe the feeling entertained for it by many. A hundred letters could be shown, 
from men prominent in the ministry, the burden of which is, " I had come to hate 
Hebrew." Times are changing; they have already changed considerably. Yet 
there is room for further change. 



